
Visitors 
 

Establishment 1. (1) Pursuant to the Principal Enactments, the College and 
University have two Visitors: the Chancellor and the 
Judicial Visitor. 

(2) The Visitors shall be independent in the performance of 
their functions. 

Judicial 
Visitor 

2. (1) The Judicial Visitor shall be appointed by Government from 
a panel of two persons with judicial or similar experience 
nominated by Senate. 

(2) Every person so appointed to the office of Judicial Visitor 
shall be invited to make a Declaration before the Provost in 
the form prescribed by the Schedule on Declarations. 

(3) No person holding a salaried post in the College or 
University shall be eligible for nomination, and the office 
shall immediately become vacant if its holder accepts any 
such post. 

Vacancy 3.  (1) The Judicial Visitor shall retire from office not later than 
the last day of the Academic Year on attaining the age of 
seventy-five years, and may by letter addressed to the 
Provost resign from office at any time, and the resignation 
shall take effect on the date on which the letter is 
received. 

(2) (a) If it appears to Board that the Judicial Visitor has  
become incapable of performing the functions of office, 
then it may refer the matter to a Commission consisting 
of the Chancellor and the most senior available Pro-
Chancellor. 

(b) After due enquiry, and provided that they both  
agree, they may declare the office to be vacant. 

(3) If, for any cause, the Judicial Visitor is incapable of 
performing the functions of office, or if there is a vacancy 
in that office, and, in either case, if it should appear to the 
Chancellor that it would be detrimental to the interests of 
the College or University or of any person with business 
before the Visitors, the Chancellor shall appoint a suitable 
person to act as Visitor for such period as deemed 
necessary, and during this period the person so appointed 
may perform all the functions of the Judicial Visitor. 

Decisions 
 
 

4. 
 

(1) The Chancellor shall be the primary Visitor, but shall 
accord due deference to the opinion of the Judicial Visitor 
on legal issues. 

(2) The Visitors shall perform their functions with due enquiry 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Statutes. 

(3) They shall endeavour to agree their decisions. 
(4) Pursuant to the Charter of 1637, no decision shall be taken 

by them without the approval of the Chancellor. 



(5) Decisions of the Visitors shall be binding upon all members 
of the Community; provided that this shall not affect any 
further rights of appeal and review available under the law 
of the land. 

Interpretation 5. (1) If Board shall be in doubt as to the interpretation of any 
provision of the Statutes, it may refer the matter to the 
Visitors, who shall determine the matter according to the 
intent of the Statutes as a whole. 

Hearings 6. (1) The Visitors shall hear, determine and resolve 
(a) appeals against decisions of Board and other bodies; and 
(b) applications by Board pursuant to section 5; 
(c) conflicts between Board and Council; 
(d) conflicts between Board and Senate; and 
(e) such other disputes in which they accept jurisdiction. 

(2) Hearings under this section shall be open to members of 
the Community, except in such special and limited 
circumstances as decided by the Visitors on the application 
of a party to a hearing before them. 

Appeals 7. (1) Any member of the Community (hereafter: the applicant) 
who claims  

(a) to have suffered, or to be liable to suffer, an injustice in 
consequence of any decision either of Board or of such 
other body as Board may provide, or  

(b) that any decision of Board is inconsistent with the 
Statutes,  

may, within 15 days of the date on which the decision has 
become publicly known or has been communicated to the 
applicant, whichever is later, inform the Registrar of an 
intention to appeal to the Visitors thereafter. 

(2) If, within a further period of 15 days, the matter has not 
been settled to the satisfaction of all parties, the applicant 
may, within a further period of 15 days, direct an appeal in 
writing to the Visitors, who shall consider it as soon as may 
be consistent with justice.  

(3) (a) Parties to appeals before the Visitors shall be entitled 
 to representation of their choice. 

(b) Any party who seeks to instruct legal representation  
shall give due notice of this intention to the Visitors and 
to all other parties; and the Visitors may then make 
such order respecting the parties’ representation as 
they deem fit. 

(4) The Visitors may refuse to hear an appeal which they 
consider to be ill-founded. 

(5) The Visitors may order that a person, who has either 
persistently and unreasonably brought ill-founded appeals 
or acted in concert with another to bring such appeals, 
shall require the leave of the Visitors to take further steps 



in any pending appeal or to institute any further appeal. 
For the purposes of this section, an appeal is ill-founded if 
it appears to the Visitors that it is patently frivolous or 
vexatious, or entirely unarguable or without merit, or 
otherwise constitutes an abuse of process. 

Accepted 
Jurisdiction 

8. (1) In the most exceptional of cases, the Visitors may, in the 
interests of justice and in their absolute discretion, agree 
to hear a case from a member of the Community who is in 
dispute with the authorities of the College or University 
and who would otherwise suffer a grave injustice. 

(2) The Visitors shall only agree to hear such a case if 
(a) all other practical avenues of redress in the dispute have 

been exhausted and there is no prospect that Board 
would take a decision on the issue, or 

(b) it is a matter of the most extreme urgency. 
(3) Having accepted jurisdiction, the Visitors shall deal with 

the matter as far as practicable as if it were an appeal 
against a decision of Board. 

Remedies 9. (1) The Visitors may, at any stage during an appeal, make such 
interim orders as they deem fit. 

(2) Having heard an appeal, the Visitors may confirm the 
decision of Board in whole or in part, or amend it, or 
declare it null and void, or make such further or other 
order as they deem fit. 

(3) The Visitors may, in appropriate cases, recommend that 
College pay some or all of the costs reasonably incurred by 
an applicant; and Board may choose to make an ex gratia 
payment for the same purposes. 

Other Duties 10. (1) The Visitors shall, pursuant to the Statutes: 
(a) consider reports of Disciplinary Panels or Panels of 

Enquiry referred to them by Board, 
(b) conduct Extraordinary and Legislative Visitations, 
(c) if Board has been suspended by Government, pursuant 

to the Act of 19971

(d) appoint a person to the office of Pro-Chancellor, where 
none has been elected pursuant to the Chapter on the 
Chancellor, and 

, appoint persons to perform the 
functions of Board and oversee the procedures set out 
in the Chapter on Board to determine its re-
establishment, 

(e) perform such other functions as may be prescribed by 
the Statutes or by Board. 

Powers 11. (1) The Visitors may pursuant to the Statutes:  
(a) conduct General Visitations, 
(b) declare certain offices to be vacant, and 

                                                 
1 See Section 21 of the Act of 1997.  



(c) approve Ordinances to amend the Statutes and certain 
decisions and Decrees of Board. 

(2) The Visitors shall indicate such Approval as required by sub-
section 1(c) by appending their signatures to the 
appropriate document. 

Visitations 12. (1) The Visitors may, if they deem it expedient for just and 
weighty reasons, conduct a Visitation of the College and/or 
University, on such days and at such times as they deem 
fit; and this shall be known as a General Visitation. 

(2) The Visitors shall conduct a Visitation if requested to do so 
by Board; and this shall be known as an Extraordinary 
Visitation. 

(3) A Visitation conducted pursuant to the Act of 19972

(4) In every Visitation, Board shall ensure that the Visitors are 
afforded all reasonable co-operation by any and every 
member of the Community. 

 shall be 
known as a Legislative Visitation. 

(5) In every Visitation, the Visitors may contact, summon, 
question, and/or examine any or every member of the 
Community, inspect the College and University and their 
buildings, grounds, equipment and records, and take or 
procure any evidence they deem necessary. 

(6) During, and at the conclusion of any General or 
Extraordinary Visitation, the Visitors may do all things 
necessary for the resolution of any serious problems 
brought to light in the Visitation, and may refer any 
disciplinary matters to the appropriate bodies to be dealt 
with pursuant to the Division on Conduct. 

Council and 
Board 

13. (1) Council may appeal to the Visitors against a refusal of 
Board to give its consent to a nomination or regulation 
made by Council. 

(2) The Visitors shall either deny the appeal, or allow it and 
order Board to give its consent; provided that if the matter 
involves increased expenditure, the Visitors shall not allow 
the appeal unless such increased expenditure has already 
been sanctioned by Board. 

(3) Board may appeal to the Visitors against a refusal of 
Council to give its consent to a regulation regarding the 
academic affairs of the University made by Board. 

(4) The Visitors shall either deny the appeal, or allow it and 
order Council to give its consent. 

Senate and 
Board 

14. (1) Senate may appeal to the Visitors against a refusal of Board 
to accept an amendment by Senate to a proposition put to 
it by Board. 

(2) The Chancellor or Pro-Chancellor sitting as Visitor on such 

                                                 
2 See Section 20 of the Act of 1997.  



an appeal shall not have taken any part in the decision of 
Senate to amend the proposition or to take the appeal. 

(3) The Visitors shall either deny the appeal, or allow it and 
order Board to give its consent; provided that if the matter 
involves increased expenditure, the Visitors shall not allow 
the appeal unless such increased expenditure has already 
been sanctioned by Board. 

 
 


